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of almost the same kind of people are found in all parts. Europeans
often say that the sameness of the various sections destroys the joy of
travel. At Tucson in Arizona, Spokane in Washington, Concord in New
Hampshire, and Jacksonville in Florida, people wear clothes made in
New York, eat food out of the same kinds of cans and packages, live in
houses of the same shape, size, and color, read the same syndicated col-
umns in the papers, see the same movies, and talk the same slang. The
Europeans may not like all this, but it is a good thing for us. It helps us
to have somewhat the same sort of unity that litde Denmark has, although
not to so high a degree. The more we can overcome the differences due
to our diverse geographical environment, or at least can prevent them
from making one section quarrel with another, the better.
Political Diversity within the United States
It is impossible for the United States, or any other large country, to
prevent geographical' differences from giving rise to political problems.
For example, until the United States adopted the quota system the East
and the West had quite different ideas about immigration. The western
United States, which faces Asia, did not want Asiatic immigrants. Its
people felt so keenly on this question that they engaged in riots against
the Chinese and Japanese, and compelled the country to adopt the policy
of excluding these races. The East, because it faces Europe, is indifferent
about Asiatics, but has always been intensely interested in European
immigration. For many years the East wanted as many immigrants as
possible, and hence was against all restrictions. Now, however, the East
believes itself to be in much more danger from undesirable immigrants
than the West. Now that immigration on our coasts is closely regulated,
the storm center in this respect is the Mexican border.
The coasts and the interior of the United States often put different
kinds of pressure on Congress. Both coasts agree as to the wisdom of
large appropriations for harbor developments, and in both sections there
is a strong sentiment for a large navy and "adequate" coast defenses.
Both coasts also want laws to encourage export trade. The East, how-
ever, having a large surplus of manufactured goods, wants to discourage
the importation of similar goods from Europe. The West, on the other
hand, having no great manufactured surplus and being face to face with
great Oriental sources of raw material, wants to encourage imports of
almost any kind. The interior states, however, are inclined to say that
the United States is so strong and rich that no country will ever dare
attack it. They believe that the country will prosper no matter whether
the government helps foreign, trade or not. What they want is large
appropriations for river improvement, national highways, irrigation

